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7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent deteriorated - unaltered ,original site 
- good -ruins _x. altered -moved date - 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Frascat i ,  a Federal-style residence, i s  located off S t a t e  Route 231 amidst t h e  
scenic farmland of Orange County. The house was b u i l t  i n  1821-23 f o r  P h i l i p  Pendleton 
Barbour by John M. Perry, a master builder from Albemarle County. The 57' x 39' struc- 
tu re  is executed i n  very even Flemish-bond brick with tooled penciled jo in t s .  The 
or ig ina l  building contract  i s  preserved i n  the  col lect ions  of t h e  Virginia  H i s t o r i c a l  
Society and cal led f o r ,  "exter ior  walls of the  whole house t o  be faced with  rubber 
s t re tchers  well hrned.. ."  with the brickwork a l so  "to be equal t o  any...at t he  Uni- 
vers i ty  of Virginia." A shallow hipped roof covers the  2%-story, double-pile residence.  

The main (west) entrance has paneled double doors s e t  wi thin a frame containing an un- 
usually la rge  semicircular transom and complementing s ide l igh t s  a l l  enc i rc led  wi th  elab- 
orate ly  patterned wooden tracery.  The frame cons is t s  of symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e s w i t h  
paneled corner blocks. The entrance i s  s h e l t e r e d ' b y a  monumental., t e t r a s t y l e ,  pedimented 
Tuscanportico s e t  on-a br ick podium. The portico has stuccoed columns, a f u l l  en tab la ture .  
and pediment with a ~ e m i c i r c u l a ~  lune t t e  i n  the  typanum. The o r i g i g a l  specifTcatlons 
a lso cal led for  a "small portico a t  the south end of t he  house t o  be f in i shed  i n  a neat  
manner with small, well-proportioned p i l l a r s  a l so  rough cast...." The small po r t i co  was 
replaced i n  t h i s  century by the present kitchen wing. Its appearance is evident i n  an 
ear ly  charcoal sketch of the  house. A porch with square p i l l a r s  s h e l t e r s  t he  f i r s t  
s tory of the r ea r  (eas t )  elevation. The porch has multi-paned casement windows i n  some 
bays and screens i n  others  and is topped by a simple wooden r a i l i n g .  It da tes  t o  t h e  
mid-19th century but has been much worked over. The north ( s ide)  e leva t ion  f ea tu re s  an 
ear ly  20th-century wooden deck with a simple wooden balustrade. A window was converted 
in to  a door t o  provide a,ccess t o  the  deck. , . . . . . . . . .  . . , .  

Fenestration throughout the  house consis ts  of 616 hung-sash windows s e t  i n  wooden 
architraves and flanked by or ig ina l  louvred shut ters .  The s h u t t e r s  a r e  re fe r red  t o  a s  
"neat Venetian blinds" i n  the  or ig ina l  building contract .  Paired i n t e r i o r  end chimneys 
a r e  located on the north and south elevations. A l a t e r  semi-exterior chimney is found 
on the r e a r  (east )  elevation. Gabled dormers, added a t  a l a t e r  date ,  a r e  found on a l l  
but the main elevation.  The roof is covered with standing-seam shee t  metal. 

Frascat i ' s  cen t r a l  h a l l  plan and i n t e r i o r  a r e  discussed a t  some length  i n  t h e  
or ig ina l  specif icat ions:  

The house t o  have a passage through the middle of i t  t e n  
f e e t  wide i n  t he  c l ea r ;  and t o  have a cross  p a r t i t i o n  wal l  
so a s  t o  divide the  f l oo r s  of each s tory in to  four  rooms be- 
s ides  t he  passage; both the passage walls and c ross  wal l s  
t o  go from the  foundation t o  the top t o  be of b r i ck  and of 
the  same thickness i n  the  several  s t o r i e s  a s  i n  t he  ou te r  
walls;  t he  whole house bapement s tory  and a l l ,  t o  be w e l l  
p la is tered with a due preportion of p l a i s t e r  of 
Pa r i s  ... The drawing room and passage each t o  have a hand- 
some cornice of p l a i s t e r ,  and each a handsome center  orna- 
ment of p l a i s t e r  i n  the  ce i l ing ;  the  general s t y l e  of a l l  
the wood work t o  be l i k e  Thomas Macon's dwelling house... 
there  a r e  t o  be two s ta i rcases  one pr iva te  from the  dining 
room and chamber, with a c lose t  under i t ;  the o the r  an 
elegant ornamental one out of the  passage.. . (sic) 

(See Cont.inuation Sheet ikl) 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of SignificancbCheck and justify beiow 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning 2% landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation -law -science 
-agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
x architecture -education - military - social1 
- art -engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry X politicslgovernrnent -transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1821-23 Buiider/Amhitect John M. Perry 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Frasca t i  was b u i l t  1821-23 f o r  t he  Supreme Court j u s t i c e  and statesman Ph i l i p  
Pendleton Barbour. The s t a t e l y  dwelling is one of the  outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monu- 
ments of the  Piedmont. It was b u i l t  by John M. Perry, an Albemarle County contractor  
who was a l so  one of t he  master builders employed by Thomas Jef fe rson  f o r  the  bui lding - 
of the University of Virginia. With Tuscan portico and co r r ec t ly  proportioned c l a s s i c a l  
detai l ing,  the house shows a strong Jeffersonian influence; however, t h e  plan and general 
out l ine  follow the more conventional Federal schemes popular a t  the time. F ra sca t i  i s  
also among the bes t  documented 19th-century houses of c e n t r a l  Virginia.  Along with a 
ca. 1835 drawing, Perry 's  building contract  and numerous b i l l s  survive. 

Thomas Barbour, the  fa ther  of Phi l ip ,  came t o  Orange County a s  a young man from 
Culpeper County. Thomas Barbour's name f i r s t  appears i n  t h e  Orange County record books 
i n  1761 when he purchased 454 acres  i n  St.  Thomas Parish. H e  was appointed King's J u s t i c e  
i n  1768, represented Orange County i n  the House of Burgesses, was s h e r i f f  i n  1776, and a 
member of the Revolutionary Conventions of 1774 and 1775. H e  was a county l i eu tenant  and 
a colonel i n  the  Revolution. I n  1806 he and h i s  wife, Mary, so ld  t h e i r  home t r a c t  of 885 
acres to  t he i r  son, Phi l ip .  

Ph i l ip  Pendleton Barbour, born i n  1783, took up the regular  p r a c t i c e  of law i n  
Gordonsville a f t e r  b r i e f ly  attending the College of W i l l i a m  and Mary i n  1801. Twice 
elected during the War of 1812 a s  a delegate from Orange County t o  t h e  Virginia General 
Assembly, he entered the United States  Congress i n  1814 and served continuously through 
the 18th Congress. Unlike h i s  brother James Barbour, he reacted vehemently t o  t he  post- 
war na t iona l i s t  po l ic ies  of Calhoun and Clay and became known f o r  the  zea l  with which he  
expounded the Virginia doctrines of s t a t e  r i gh t s  and s t r i c t  construction.  H e  opposed 
Calhoun's Bonus B i l l ,  argued f o r  the admission of Missouri without r e s t r i c t i o n s  on s lavery,  
and, a s  counsel f o r  the  s t a t e  i n  Cohens v virginia,*combatted t h e  extension of f ede ra l  
ju r i sd ic t ion  by the Supreme Court under Marshall. From 1821-23, t he  period i n  which 
Frascat i  was constructed, Barbour served as  Speaker of the  House of Representatives. *(1821 

I n  1825 he declined the o f f e r  of the  professorship of law a t  the  University of V i r -  
g inia ,  i n  order t o  accept an appointment t o  the  Virginia General Court. With the exception 
of h i s  services a s  a representative t o  the 20th and 21st Congress and a s  president of t he  
Virginia Convention of 1829-30, Barbour spent the  r e s t  of h i s  profess ional  l i f e  on the  
s t a t e  and federal  bench. President Jackson appointed him t o  t he  U.S. C i r cu i t  Court f o r  
the Eastern Division of Virginia i n  1830 and elevated him t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  Supreme 
Court i n  1836. Many of h i s  colleagues believed he would have become chief  j u s t i c e  had 
h i s  untimely death during a session of the Court i n  1841 not c u t  shor t  h i s  dis t inguished 
career a s  a lawyer, statesman, and j u r i s t .  

Barbour entered in to  h i s  "Articles of Agreement" with Perry on November 7, 1821. 
Referring t o  the house's ex te r ior ,  the  agreement s t a t e s ,  "The br ick  work t o  be equal t o  
any...at the University." For the i n t e r i o r  i t  is s ta ted:  "The general  s t y l e  of a l l  t he  
woodwork, t o  be l i k e  Thomas Macon's dwelling house...The dining room and chamber t o  have 
dadoing l i k e  M r .  Maconls...the sub base i n  drawing room t o  be equal to  bes t  a t  t he  Univer- 
s i ty ."  From these passages i t  may be inferred tha t  Barbour was a u i t e  fami l ia r  w i t h  Perrv'a 
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Verbal boundary description and jusfification Beginning a t  a p o i n t  o n  f ence  l i n e  a lmost  900' E 
of S t a t e  Route 231, 300' S of Hen and Bacon Run, about  1000' NE of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  
r o u t e  and S t a t e  Route 654; thence extending approximately 1500' SE fo l lowing  440' con tour  
l i n e  t o  W s i d e  of p r i v a t e  d r i v e ;  thence extending about  900' SW a long  s a i d  s i d e  of  s a i d  
d r i v e  t o  E s i d e  of s a i d  r o u t e  231; thence extending a long s a i d  s i d e  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  abou t  
1 2 5 0 ' ~  t o  fence  l i n e ;  thence extending 750' NE fo l lowing f e n c e  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  

state code county 
- 

code 

% 3 .  Foam Prepared By 

organization V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date Q.- 3 9 ~ 0  

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  
- telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23219 

4 2. State Historic PresesrvaiiBion Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property w~thin the state is: 

- national state - local -- 
A s  the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby inate th is  property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordinq t o ~ r i t e r i ~ a ~ p L c O d ~ , ~ ~  forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

-- - 
Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Di rec to r  

title V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date SEP 161980 
For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register 
.~ .' , .  ,. .I 

. , . date 
. . ,  

. . 
, Keeper of the National Register . . . ~. . ,. . , s . .  . ... , , ., * ' "  '! 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS: 

(2) Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1967, 1980 S ta t e  
Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t ree t  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

7. DESCRIPTION: 

A semicircular arch supported on f lu ted  Doric p i l a s t e r s  d iv ides  t h e  h a l l  i n t o  an 
entry and s t a i r  ha l l .  The s t a i r  h a l l  i s  dominated by the o r i g i n a l  "ornamental" s t a i r  
that  ascends i n  an open well to  the second f loor .  It is typ ica l  of t h e  period,  having 
a  turned newel, scrol led brackets, a  rounded handrail  and square balusters, '  The h a l l ' s  
paneled doors a r e  framed by simple three-part archi t raves  t h a t  a r e  used throughout t h e  
house. A deeply molded entablature  runs the perimeter of both h a l l s .  The formal pa r lo r  
re ta ins  i t s  elaborate p las te r  ce i l i ng  medallion t h a t  cons is t s  of an  acanthus leaf  cen te r  
and swags held by a l te rna t ing  cupids and doves. The p l a s t e r  en tab la ture  has an acanthus 
leaf cornice, egg and d a r t  molding, and a  f r i e z e o f  swags with garlands and cupids. The 
parlor and dining room mantels a r e  the  most elaborate i n  t he  house and cons is t  of f l u t e d  
Ionic columns supporting a  c l a s s i c a l  entablature with applied f l u t e d  paterae i n  t he  
f r i eze  and a  denti led mantel she l f .  The mantels i n  the  bedroom and den a r e  l e s s  ornamen- 
t a l  and suggest i n  t h e i r  c l a s s i c a l  simplicity the  influence of Je f fe rsonian  design a t  
the University. The f loo r s  a r e  of pine, and the walls a r e  p las te red  throughout t he  
house. A l e s s  formal s t a i r  runs from the second f loor  t o  t he  a t t i c .  *two t o  a tread. 

An ear ly  charcoal sketch, ca. 1830, shows the house a s  i t  was landscaped o r ig ina l ly .  
The view depicts a  white picket fence tha t  runs across the  f r o n t  of t h e  property wi th  a  
walk planted with box leading t o  the  house. Lombardy poplars and o the r  newly planted 
t rees  a r e  seen i n  f ron t  of the  house. Also i n  the  view a r e  a l a t t i c e  gazebo and an  out- 

'bui lding which have not survived. I n  the rear  of the  house i s  the  remnant of the  exten- 
s ive  or ig ina l  garden. It consis ts  of terraces  bordered by what a r e  now except ional ly  
large American boxwood. It i s  said  tha t  par t  of the  garden was enclosed o r ig ina l ly  by a 
serpentine wall. Beyond the immediate grounds of the  house i s  the  pas to ra l ,  r o l l i n g  
farmland of Orange County. 

The brick kitchen-laundry i s  the  so l e  surviving ear ly  outbuilding.  The bui lding is  
executed i n  Flemish-bonded br ick with a  houndstooth br ick  cornice t h a t  runs along t h e  
f ront  eaves .  The gabled-roof s t ruc ture  r e t a in s  i t s  o r ig ina l  end chimney and i n t e r i o r  
f i rep lace  a s  well a s  a  more recent cock-fighting p i t .  A wood-frame s torage  shed was added 
l a t e r  t o  the  kitchen. Twentieth-century farm buildings include t h r e e  barns,  a  smoke house, 
farm-shop, corn and feed storage barns, and several  smaller s t ruc tu re s .  The farm maintains 
three 20th-century tenant houses. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 
RCC 

-- 
25 

The nominated property cons is t s  of a c r e s ,  a f r ac t ion  of t he  o r i g i n a l  Barb- 
e s t a t e  of 885 acres.  The boundaries a r e  drawn t o  include the  main house and the  kitchen- 
laundry and garden. Modern farm s t ruc tures  a r e  - included wi th in  t h e  nominated acreage. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE: 

capabi l i t i es  through h i s  work a t  the University of Virginia and was a t t r ac t ed  t o  t h e  
home of h i s  neighbor, Thomas Macon. Macon's house, Somerset, is s t i l l  standing and 
const i tutes  a la rge  two-story, double-pile., five-bay Federal residence with notably f i n e  
i n t e r io r  woodwork. The house was b u i l t  ca. 1803 for  Macon and h i s  wife Sa l ly  Madison. 
s i s t e r  of President James Madison of Montpelier. 

Like Somerset, the  general scheme of Frasca t i  appears t o  have been influenced by 
the more conventional, central -hal l  Federal house type. This more conventional format 
contras ts  with the t a s t e s  of Phi l ip  Barbour's brother,  Senator James Barbour of Barbours- 
v i l l e .  Barboursville was designed by Thomas Jefferson i n  1822 and shows Je f f e r son ' s  mix- 
ing of French and Palladian forms s imilar  to  t ha t  a t  Monticello. P h i l i p ' s  design preferenc* 
was c lear ly  t i ed  t o  a t r ad i t i ona l  Georgian house a s  indicated by h i s  numerous references  
to  Somerset, the  home of Thomas Macon. 

John M. Perry f i r s t  appears i n  the  Albemarle County record books i n  1804 when he 
purchased a t r a c t  of land on Buck Island Creek from Henry Wood f o r  719 pounds. I n  1814 
he bought several  l a rge  t r a c t s  from John Nicholas which he subsequently sold i n  1817 
a s  par t  of the fu tu re  s i t e  of the  University of Virginia. Perry was contracted t o  build 
the University's f i r s t  pavil ion and ass i s ted  i n  the  erect ion of a major i ty  of t h e  other  
University edif ices .  He was chief manufacturer of the  br ick and a l s o  supplied c u t  lumber 
for  a l l  the contractors.  After a successful  career a s  a bu i lder  i n  Albemarle and surround- 
ing counties, Perry moved t o  Missouri i n  1836 and died some years  l a t e r  i n  Mississippi.  

Frasca t i  was Barbour's home u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1841. H i s  wife  so ld  the e s t a t e  i n  1848 
to  Captain James Magruder, another loca l  builder who had worked under Je f fe rson  on the  
University. The residence i s  presently owned by the Woodriff family, who have preserved 
i t s  farm se t t ing .  
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